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SERMON, 
BY WILLIAM BELL, 
Delivered at the NonTHERN AssoctaTion of Univer- 
aalists, holden in Shoreham, Vt., in October, 1831. 
[PUBLISHED BY REQUEST.] 


The Kingdom of heaven is lke unto leaven, which 
a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, 
till the whole was leavened.” Marrtuew xiii, 33 


Having been appointed at a former meeting 
of this Association to address you at this time, 
you doubtless anticipate a few remarks relative 
to the rise and progress of that glorious doctrine 
we have convened to hear and disseminate. The 
theme is truly delightful, and would to God that 
my abilities were equal to the sublimity of the 
subject. I may indeed rehearse what our eyes 
have seen, our ears have heard, and what our 
fathers have told us of the increase of the king- 
dom of our blessed Redeemer in this highly fa- 
vored land, and endeavor to comfort you by pro- 
claiming our anticipations of the future, but it 
would require the Omniscience of a GOD, 

‘And nobler speech than angels use,” 
to set forth the glories of this kingdom when 
mortality shall be swallowed up of life. 

The words of our text compose a parable spo- 
ken by the Saviour to those of whom Esaias 
prophesied saying, “By hearing ye shall hear and 
not perceive. For this people’s heart’ is waxed 
gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their 
eyes they have closed, lest at any time they should 
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
should understand with their heart, and should 
be converted, and I should heal them.” How 
far the language of this prophesy is applicable to 
many professing Christians of the present gen- 
eration, I shall submit to the decision of this en- 
lightened congregation, after having noticed the 

prevailing opinions respecting the ‘kingdom of 
heaven.” 

This‘phrase, in most places where it occurs in 

the schiptures, is understood by a majority of 

Christivns: ve particular reference 
toa future state o* al glory in the habita- 
tion of the Almi{;/ty. That it has reference to 
a future happy es:stence is not denied, but that 
it has i most cases,the scriptures in their connex- 
ion afford no evidence. That the fearful and un- 
believing, and other vile characters shall not enter 


the kmngdem of heaven, but have “their part in 
the lake which *burneth with fire and brimstone,”’ 


the Bible plainly declares; but that they shall 





eternally rémain ina state of sin, in the lake of 


tion world without end, are looking forward to 
the time when the elements shall have Literally 
melted with fervent heat, and the earth consum- 
ed by fire, for the accomplishment of those scrip- 
tures which speak of the punishment of the wick- 
ed, and likewise for the enjoyment of Christ’s 
kingdom. Although they see this kingdom like 
leaven increasing here on earth, they perceive it 
not.—Although they hear of it, they understand 
not. Habituated as they are to a partial exam- 
ination of the scriptures, they perceive not that 
the same persons, who, while sustaining the char- 
acter of the ungodly, are prohibited from parti- 
cipating in the joys of the Saviour’s kingdom, 
may afterwards become “partakers of the divine 
nature.”—That “Ithough they ate now “ aliens 
from the commor vealth of Israel,strangers from 
the covenant of promise, without hope, and with- 
out”*a knowledge of God in the world, they may 
become fellow heirs, be made acquainted with the 
new and better covenant, have hope, and enjoy a 
knowledge of their Father and God, “whom to 
know, is life eternal.” The great apostle to the 
Gentiles, in his communication to the brethren 
at Corinth, after affirming that the unrighteous 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God, thus pro- 
ceeds:—“And such were some of yon: but ye 
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are jus- 
tified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 


fied and justified, they had entered the kingdom 
of heaven. Forthey had become, comparatively 
speaking, righteous, and of course enjoyed the 
benefits of the heavenly kingdom, which the scrip- 
tures declare to be “righteousness, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost,” which benefits they could 
not enjoy while sustaining the character of the 
unrighteous. This plain scripture doctrine is 
not, I say, ‘perceived’ by many, who, no doubt, 


the perfect law of their fathers. 


of the gospel. 
Ae ainaite thesmultitude in parables, “that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet saying, I will open my mouth in para- 
bles; I will utter things which have been kept 
secret since the foundation of the world.” Con- 
cerning these truths, Paul thus writes to his 
Ephesian brethren : ‘Unto me who am less than 
the least.ef allsaints is this grace given, that I 


by the 
spirit of our God.” Being thud” welihed, Siveanss 


honestly consider themselves taught according to 


It may be expedient to remark that the word 
leaven in the text, signifies truth, or the doctrines 
Concerning these truths, the Say- 


should preach among the Gentiles, the unsearch- 
able siches of Christ, and to make all men see 
what is the fellowship of the mystery which from 
the beginning of the world, hath been hid in God.” 


From the same epistle may be learned the pur- 
port of that mystery which he preached among 


gather together in one,all things in Christ, wheth- 
er they be “. in heaven, or things in earth, 
evenin him.” For the extension and increase of 
this doctrine among men, some had prophets, 
some apostles, some had evangelists; and at the 
present day, as in the days of the apostles, some 
(and I would to God they were more numerous) 
have teachers. Our prayers are that they may 
so continue to incsease in numbers and wisdom 
till all men come in the unity of the faith and 
lay hold of the promises—till all become ac- 
quainted with that glorious doctrine which had 
been “kept secret since the foundation of the 
world.” Or, to use the figure in the text, till all 
shall be leavened with the leaven of the gospel— 
with that “faith once delivered to the saints” 
which is nothing short of the promise made by 
God to Abraham, that in the seed of this patri- 
arch ‘all nations, families and kindreds of the 
earth shall be blessed.” “He saith not to seeds, 
as of many, but as of one, and to thy seed which 
is Christ.” This, my friends, is the grand and 
distinguishing doctrine of the gospel of our Lord 
and Saviour, the growth of which is like leaven 
hid in three measures of meal. This is the glo- 
rious truth we have assembled from different sec- 
tions of our Lord’s heritage to hear and advocate. 
May it be preached in its purity and simplicity, 
and may its effects be visible and salutary. 

It may not be altogether useless om this occa- 
sion to warn you, my christian friends, nat to be 
deceived by a counterfeit gospel which is in ex- 
tensive circulation. Many have received that as. 
of inestimable worth, which, in fact, is nothing 
but the unlawful inventions of worldly genius.— 
Receive nothing for genuine currency but what 
has the signature of the Almighty; or, a thus 
sarru the Lord. And should you be deceived in 
consequence ofa neglect to exafnine, pass not 
again to «thers what is of no worth to yourselves. 
Depend upon it, there is more counterfeit gospel, 
and more counterfeit refigion in circulation than 
of the genuine. The former is but pvorly exe- 
cuted ; and a partial examimation will detect the 
imposition, while the latter bears the impress of 
a design worthy of an infinitely wise and curious 
Artisan. ; 

But permit me first {o use scriptural figures, to 
represent to you the grand scheme of the gospel. 
And here I must be brief, as I have already spo- 
ken of the promise of God to Abraham, which, in 
fact, is the gospel, pure and unadulterated. 


The plan of salvation by Jesus Christ differs 


from human wisdom, inasmuch as it is Fo le 
is “full of mercy, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy.” It is by grace that we are saved, 
not of works, lest any should boast. The salva- 
tion to be enjoyed by the posterity of Adam in 
a future state is the free gift of God. The salva- 











fire, and out of the kingdom of heaven the word 





the Gentiles. This mystery had been kept hid 
from the wisdom of this world, but was revealed 
unto Paul and his brethren ia the faith. Speak- 











tion enjoyed in this present life is wrought by the 
creature, and the consequences are confined to 








his present existence. The gospel requires no 
service of man to render his Creator merciful, 
but calls upon him to be grateful because of the 


tender mercies of his Maker which are continu- 


ally over all his works—To “love Him because he 
first loyed us”. This love of God to his intelli- 
gent offspring is more particularly manifested in 
the gift of his Son, who “hath brought life and im- 
mortality to light through the gospel.””. The doc- 
trines of the gospel are compared to good seed 
which a man sowed in his field. It declares 
that “as sin hath reigned unto death, even so 
might grace reign, through righteousness, unto e- 
ternal life,through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Bread 
is likewise a figure’designed to exhibit the gospel 
as a wholesome.and salutary food for the mind. 
Said Christ, “The bread of God is he which com- 


eth down trom heaven and giveth hfe to the 
world.” The doctrines he taught afford life to 
all who embrace them. How amazing strange 
then that any should undertake to incorporate 
with this glorious system of impartial grace the 
production of their own wisdom, which is “fool- 
ishness with God,” for the purpose or rendering 
it more nourishing or palateable. But alas, bitter 
tares have been sown among the whcat.—The 
bread of God which giveth life, is amalgamated 
with the leaven of the Pharisee! 

Without designing to injure the tender feelings 
of my respected auditors, suffer me to analize 
the component parts of this worse than useless 
drug,as contained in the Old fashioned Catechism, 
which lay on the cradles of our infancy, and man- 
ufactured by an august assembly of spiritual doct- 
ors. ‘The covenant being made with Adam, 
uot only for himself, but for all his posterity, 
all mankind descending from him by ordinary 
generation, sinned in him, and fell with him in 
his first transgression. All mankind by the fall 
lost communion with God, are under his wrath 
and curse, and so made liable to all the miser- 
ies of this life, to death’ itself, and to the pains 
of* hell forever.” What think ye my respected 
friends, Is this the true leaven of the gospel? Can 
you dive on bread which contains such unwhole- 
some ingredients? Paul informs us that the life 
which he lived in the flesh he lived “by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved him, and gave himself 
for him.” This, indeed, was nourishing food, wel! 
calculated to afford spiritual life; but a person 
must possess a remarkable constitution who can 
live, yea feast on the bread of endless déath and 
damnation. But let us examine another ingredi- 
ent of this leaven. ‘God having out of his mere 
good pleasure elected some to cverlasting life, did 
enter into a covenant of grace to deliver them out 
of a state of sin and misery and bring them into 
a state of salvation bya Redeemer.” Now we 
would not pretend that poison has not proved ben- 
eficial in certain cases of obstinate disease, but 
ehall we infer from this that it possesses a nour- 
ishing quality? Neither can we say that the lat- 
ter ingredient coutained in the Jeaven of Calvin 
when added to the others, has not proved 
beneficial to those who have partaken of the 
whole lump ; tor we have reason to believe that it 
has had a salutary effect, It has operated like 
an emetic in minds which possess the power of 
perception.. This lobelia—this apparent contra- 
diction has caused the patient, if I may so speak 
io throw off the whole poisonous composition neu 








gether. You cannot but discover jmy friends 
that this complicated mass of error refutes itself. 
If some were “elected to everlasting life,” they 
never could have been “liable to the ; j 


pains of hell 











knowledge must these celebrated doctors have 
possessed in’ the art» of compounding! What 
deep researches in the science of spiritual chem- 


istry! We may say, without fear of contradic- 


tion, that no other assembly of divines ever arri- 
ved to stich distingmshed celebrity ! 

The Saviour charged his disciples to ‘beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 
The disciples understood him not, and reasoned u- 


mong themselves,saying, ‘it is because we have ta- 


ken no bread ; which, when Jesus perceived, said, 
How is it tat ye do not understand that I spake 
it not to yoy concerning bread, that ye should be- 
ware of theleaven of the Pharisees & Sadducees. 
Then understood they how that he bade them not 
beware of the leaven of bread [literally speaking] 


but of the doctrine of the Pharisees.” The same 


caution is necessary in whatever age Pharisees 
exist ; therefore, brethren, you will consider your- 
selves addressed in this language of your bless- 
ed Master. 

Among the improvements made in the art of 
compounding is that of marufacturing leaven of 
error, and mixing the same with a certain pro- 
portion of truth, so thatit will appear to one, not 
skilled in the science,like pure unadulterated truth. 
This leaven is manufactured in great abundance 
by spiritual confectioners (differing in proportions 
as occasion may require, or the avarice or liber- 
ality of the person by whom it is prepared may 
dictate) and is retailed in almost every town and 
village in our republic. The venders of this arti- 
cle are very numerous, and lurge quantities are 
disposed of at very reduced prices, though’ at a 
far dearer rate than the real worth of the article 
would justify. The principle ingredients of which 
this Jeaven is composed are, a finite will of an 
infinite Being, which can be thwarted by finite 
creatures, and infinite and vindictive wrath a- 
gainst the latter for making this will ‘of none ef- 
fect.’ With these bitter ingredients are mixed 
the infinite love and mercy of God, together with 
every possible provision for the salvation of a 
perishing world. The latter, (being the true 
leaven of the gospel) are so blended with the for- 
mer, and yet appear so conspicuous, that the 
composition, unless critically examined, appears 
to be made of genuine materials, and the leaven 
seems to recommend itself to the favorable at- 
tention of a large portion of the community. The 
land of blue laws affords no greater adepts at 
dissimulation than are found among those who 
are engaged in vending this worthless article. 
Their zeal and apparent sincerity and affection, 
win the hearts of their customers. To render 
themselves successful in this employment, the 
most adorable attribute of Deity is counterfeited, 
and made to appear, to the superficial observer, 
far more genuine, if the expression may be allow- 
ed, than the original. 

The scriptures inform us that man, though 
made upright, “has sought out many inveutions.” 
That this is true with regard to the Clerzy of the 
present generation, the candid will not deny. In 
almost every description of mechanism improve- 
ments have been made. Imagination herself can 
hardly keep pace with the inventions of men. 
Could the fathers of the preceeding century re- 
turn back to this world of contrivances, they 
might exclaim :— 

And sure this world is not the world we left. 
Franklin who bottled up the lightning of heaven, 
were he to witness the improvements made in the 


his life, would be filled with astonishment while 





forever.” 


What an inexhaustable fund , of 











science to which he devoted the early part of 


contrasting the. present with the former state of 










“But what are all these temporal im- 
provements, compared with the spiritual art of 
manufacturing leaven! Compared with the lat- 


ter, they dwindle into insignificance! This art,. 


if reports are true, is brought to a greater degree 
of perfection than all other arts beside. Whur: 
are all the inventions by which “time and dis- 
tance are annihilated” by the power of steam, to- 
the all important one of saving souls from the 


wrath of God! What may we not anticipate 


from 4 days, alias fourteen days meetings, where 
multitudes can at one and the same time be leay- 
ened with the improved leaven of Calvin? On- 
ly consider my friends; where it formerly re- 
quired ‘months and years” for people to be con- 
verted, it is now no uncommon thing for a person 
to get religion in lesstime than the earth performs 
one revolution. In the morning he may rise to- 
tally depraved,under the “wrath and curse of God, 
and liable to the pains of hell forever,” he may 
taste of a little bread raised by the improved 
leaven, and he will be converted as it were ina 
moment. It operates finely. In a few hours he 
can tell his experience. He is propounded for ad- 
mission intv the church militant—received the 
next sabbath, and the same evening he takes his 
part in the sol and responsible duty of warning 
sinners to flee from the wrath tocome! Thus, 
like the bread of which he partook, he is raised to 
a state of Calvinistic perfection ! 

But we again ask, what may we not anticipate 
from the present powerful excitements ? We an- 
swer, seriously and candidly, that we can antici- 
pate nothing better than that those who have so 
suddenly been raised, will fall when the efferves- 
cence is over.—When the gas is all escaped, they 
will become dull and heavy. One extreme fol- 
lows another. An oven may be so suddenly heat- 
ed that it will burn the outside of its contents, but 
the duration of the heat may be so limited as to 
have no salutary effect on the inside. So with 
the fire of fanaticism—it effects the passions, but 
not the heart, and the head only to impair the 
judguent. This accounts for so many half-bak- 
ed christians, who, like Ephraim of old, are bak- 
ed but on one side, which, alas, is the outside!! 

It is astonishing to witness the various schemes that 
have been got up by the Clergy to leaven the human fam- 
ily with the leaven of modern Orthodoxy. In addition te 
those already named there are such an almost infinite 
variety of stratagems that it would require much time 
and patience to enumerate them. Societies have mullti- 
plied; their numbers have augmented to a degree almost 
surpassing human calculation, and they are still increas- 
ing. When one fails of effecting the object for which it 
was contrived, minds are fruitful in inventing new ones, 
and their apparent concern for the spiritual and eternal 
welfare of precious immortal souls, serves as the most 
powerful auxilary to seduce the ignorant and unsuspect- 
ing. Intoxicated with pride at their amazing success, 
they have leaped the bounds of decency,to impose their 
nostrums on the community. Knowing the influenee 
which the female part of our race possesses they are more 
wise than was Absalom, for while the latter stole the 
hearts of the men of Israel, the Clergy steal the hearts of 
women. Experience has taught them that if they can 
gain the confidence of the latter, they shall be better en- 
abled to gain that of the former. To do this, they “liein 
wait” for an interview with the wife in the absence of 
the husband, and what is ally reprehensible, they 
“creep” into the kitchen, a they may “lead captive” 
the domestics thereof. 

Another plan on which they plact great dependence is 
Sunday Schools. A-n object very desirable with the lead- 
ers in these Institutions is to instil the leaven of Jobn 
Calvin into the minds of the youth, that it may grow with 
their growth, and strengthen with their strength, so that 
the next generation may be fully indoctrinated into the 
principles of their murderous leader, and eminently 
qualified to govern the affairs of Church and State. 

There is still another very powerful auxilary which is 
the press. The funds they have acquired from even ob- 
jects of charity have enabled them to purchase large 
printing establishments, and their object is, if possible, to 
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WATCHMAN, REPOSITORY AND CHRONICLE. 


you listen to their own language ? 
‘Let a “Central Society be established, say ‘at Boston, 


New-York, or Philadelphia, of a character both political 


and religious. The objects of this Realaty are to raise a 
fund to be expended in printing books of all kinds,approy- 
ed as orthodox newspapers, tracts, pamphlets kc. Let 
a press be established in every city, and country in the U- 
nited States, auxilary to, and dependent on the Central 
Society. By this means a tremendous engine may be 
brought to bear upon the country ; fer the books can be 
printed so cheap as to ruin ail the book establishments in 
the nation, and the newspapers as well as the orthodox 
books may be rendered so abundant, as to force all others 
out of circulation. The effect of these multiplied press- 
e3, and the monopoly they would occasion in politics and 
religion, being devoted to both subjects, are intended to 
discipline a Christian party in politicks, which in a few 
years, would bring millions of electors into the field, 
whose characters are formed by the universal dominion 
of this Central Society.” pe , 
Here we have an open avowal of their ‘objects’ which 
are to ‘force out of circulation’ all those books which are 
not printed by the ‘Central Society,’ by affording them at 
very reduced prices, and by so doing effect another, though 
primary object which is to discipline a Christian party 
in politics. Tracts, ‘approved as orthodox,’ are now af- 
forded at about a mill per page, and scattered over the 
country in such profusion that they exceed in number 
‘the frogs and lice in Egypt; and, like the latter,they operate 
to the extreme perplexity of soft heads. They contain 
wonderful stories—Death bed scenes of person’s dying 
in despair, which take place at a great distance froin the 
reader. Remarkable conversions of such as tried to be- 
lieve the doctrine but could not. A Mr. C. in the State of 
——and the the town of——was converted from a licen- 
tious belief in the universal and unchanging goodness of 
Almighty God to the glorious doctrine of divine wrath and 
endless damnation, and a young lady in the town of S. gave 
up the ghost in a ball-room. [hold in my hand a Tract 
which has on its title a representation of the cay of 
judginent. This picture is designed to represent the differ- 
ent situations of the righteous and wicked at the general res- 
urrection. Here is a representation of an orthodox hell’ 
and the wicked ‘on the left hand” entering it in crowds, 


“Naked, as from the earth they came” 


while the righteous are clothed “in garments white and 
clean.” The angry judge is seated on a rainbow in the 
clouds pronouncing the sentence. Look, my friends, and, 
while your honest indignation rises, shudder at such un- 
precedented blasphemy !! 

And what, let us ask, is the great object of this picture ? 
Itis to frighten women and children to get religion. 
I say it is tofrighten them to get religion. Now observe, 
this Tract is “approved as orthodox” —it was published 
by the American Tract Society,” and that it is highly 
approved of by this Society may be seen by refering to 
the title page. It isone of the fourth edition. No doubt 
it has leavened many a weak mind with the doctrine of 
infinite and vindictive wrath, and such, when they look 
on this picture, no doubt recognize their own phisiogno- 
my among the favored party. 

But time will not permit me to enlarge.—I could pro- 
ceed and enumerate several characteristics in the clergy 
which were peculiar to the Pharisees, on whom the Sav- 
iour denounced woes—I might speak of the immense 
sums of money which have heen raised by the direction 
of the clergy to send their precious leaven among the 
heathen. Suffice it to say that while they are zealously 
begging from others, they ‘touch not the burden with one 
of their fingers.” Yet they tell us they would be willing 





to spend and be spent if they could be the means of 


saving one poor soul from suffering eternally. What 
they lack in works they make up in words. hat they 
would be willing to spend for the heathen, they spend in 
fine broadcloth, fine houses, fine furniture, and fine 
horses and carriages. What may such pretensions be 
denominated? What were the, denominated by the 
Saviour. ‘Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees which 
is hypocrisy.”” The various ceremonies—the religious 
zeal, and the measures to which the Jewish Sanhedrim 
resorted to exhibit it, were of one character, and were 
denominated by the Son of God, by one name, which was 
hypocrisy! It should have been remarked that the word 
leaven is used in three different senses. It is used to de- 
note the gospel, pernicious error, and hypocritical men. 
Against such leaven, Jesus Christ cautioned his disciples. 
And, bear with me, my friends, if, in humble imitation of 
my Master, I say, brethren, beware of the leaven of er- 
ror and hypocrisy. 

But it is time that we again turn our attention to the 
leaven of the gospel. 

“The ki 


dom of heaven is likened unte ‘‘a 


in of mustard aa 
which a man took and hid in his field,” which, although 


exceedingly small, yet it becometh a tree of sufficient 
dimensions to accommodate the birds ot the air with a 
lodging. This kingdom is destined tobecome, figuratively 
speaking, ‘‘a great tree,” the leavesof which “are for the 
healing of the nations.” Or, to use the figure in the text, 
the leaven of the gospel is destined to leaven the whole 
mass of mankind. The three measures of meal are de- 
signed to represent the whole human family, and al- 
though the gospel, has at present leavened buta small por- 
tion of the ‘ump, we can perceive it gradually increasing 
in bulk. The virtue of this leaven is discoverable in the 
glorious effects it has already produced. It has humbled 
the haughty and aspiring demagogue. It has converted 
the moral wilderness into a fruitful field. It has recon- 
ciled man to his enemy, and cemented hearts by the ties 
of brotherly affection, which were previously alienated. 
And it is a fact, my christian friends, that those who have 
been engaged in the dissemination of that gospel which 
bringeth salvation to all men, have been, as it were, a 
cluster of stats that have led the wandering tribes towards 
the ‘land of promise.’ Although we are accused ot her- 
esy, and as having departed from the true faith, it is a 
fact that we have led the way. and cleared it from the 
rubbish of superstition with which it was encumbered.— 
We have caused even the clergy who have advocated the 
doctrine ot infant damnation to abandon it altogether. 
We have so liberalized mankind, that the clergy have 
been compelled as it were by the people to preach more 
love, and less divine wrath. The most obnoxious parts of 
the calvinistic dagon have been lopped off, one after an- 
other, till nothing but the stump is left, and that is taumb- 
ling to pieces. Formerly, it was proclaimed from the 
pulpit that far the largest portion of the human family 
would suffer the indiscribable torments of a never endin 
hell. JVow the same class of preachers have publicly 
declared it as their opinion that the number that will be 
damned, compared with the number that will be saved, 
will be no more than the number that are publicly exe- 
cuted upon the gallows, compared with the whole com- 
munity. Whatgreatadvances! How have they approx- 
imated the views entertained by Universalists! Let them 
yield but little more, and we shall have no religious op- 
onents to contend with. And were it not for a few hot 
eaded leaders, who obtain their wealth by making silver 
shrines for the goddess Diana,”’ and are afraid that their 
‘craft is in danger,” the idol would no longer be wor- 
shipped. 

Do not misunderstand me, my friends. When I say 
that we have effected this wonderful change, I mean that 
we have done it only as Peter and John healed the crip- 
ple. We pretend not to have done this “by our own 
power or holiness,” but in the name of the “holy child 
Jesus.”’ It is by preaching ‘Jesus, and him crucified.’— 
It is by proclaiming “peace on earth, and good will to 
men.”—It is by calling the attention of men to the tra- 
ditions of their fathers, and inviting them to compare the 
same with the character of God as revealed in the scrip- 
tures and in his providences, that we have affected this 
amazing change inthe minds of men. We have used no 
compulsory measures. We have had no instruments of 
torture—no fire, nor faggot, to burn heretics. For 


‘Our master’s gentle law of love 
Does no such cruelties approve ; 
Mild as himself, his doctrine wields 
No arms but what persuasion yields.” 


Itis by persuasion, and this not of ourselves, tor we 
draw our arguments from the “oracles of God.” We only 
preach the substance of what has been preached before 
by the God of heaven to the patriarchs, and what he has 
preached by all his eer! prophets since the world began, 
and by his Son, Jesus Christ. We preach that the king- 
dom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took 
and hid in three measures of meal till the whole was 
leavened. ‘We preach Christ the power of God, and the 
wisdora of God,” and blessed be the name of God,—it has 
pleased him by the ‘foolishness’ of our ‘preaching to save’ 
those from that ‘fear’ which ‘hath torment’ who believe 
His testimony. True, we have been accused of preach- 
ing a licentious doctrine. But why isitlicentious? Is 
it licentious to exhort men to love God, for the same rea- 
son that the inspired apostle loved him, because he first 
lovedus? And toleve one another, even our enemies— 
to pray for them, and do good to them that we “may be 

erfect, as Gud is perfect?’ Will such exhortations 

ave a tendency to create strife and discord? Or will it 
have such tendency, should we declare that God is so 
unspeakably kind and merciful, notwithstanding our nu- 
merous faults, as to make provision for the eternal well 
being of all his intelligent offspring ?—That their happi- 


8 | trine. 
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crush every minor one in the country. y friends, will) whole was leavened.” In the preceding verse, the king- | provements recently made by our celebrated doctors must 





be licentious in a degree, a3 it embraces nearly ali the 
human family in the covenant of mercy. 


In the same 
preportion that it approximates the doctrine of universal 


salvation, it must be licentious. 


As an account of the rise and progreos of Universalism 
in America will doubtless be interesting to this congreg a- 
tion, I shall conclude by giving a brief account of its in- 
troduction into the United States, and its imcrease since 
its first promulgation. 
I would first remark that the kingdom of heaven differs 
from all other kingdoms. The subjects of it are not like 
the mushroom which grows in a night, and shrinks back 
again to the earth before the rays of the sun; but like the 
mustard tree they gradually grow in knowledge and in 
grace. And so has arisen the denomination that have 
here convened to worship. It we search the pages of 
**Ancient and Modern Universalism,’ we shall find this 
assertion corroborated. From the days of Christ, when 
the seed was sown, we find the growth to be gradual.— 
During the dark.ages, the seed lie buried deep in the 
earth, and but now and then a germ was seen, but early 
in the 18th century it began to rise among briars and 
thorns. Since then, being cultured, its growth has been 
accelerated. In 1770, John Murray emigrated from Eu- 
rope, ane arrived on the shores of the then British Col- 
onies, in September of the same year. Though the doc- 
trine had been defended by others previous to his arrival, 
but very few had embraced it. The author of the ‘Mod- 
ern history of Universalism’ styles him, and I think just- 
ly, the “FatrHer or UNIVERSALISM IN AMERICA.” 
With respect to this faithful servant of Christ, I need only 
say that, he was successful in sowing the seed in good 
ground. In speaking of its increase during the last sixty 
years, 1 would merely observe that in Maine, there are 
between forty and fifty who publicly defend the doc- 
There is in that state one Convention, formed of 
four Associations, and about seventy Universalist Socie- 
ties. In New-Hampshire, there are about ten preachers, 
two Associations, and about forty Societies. In the state 
of Vermont, there are about twenty Universalist preach- 
ers, about sixty Universalist Societies, and three Asso- 
ciations. In Massachusetts, there are at least forty preach- 
ers, about the same number of meeting houses, about 
eighty societies, and three Associations. In Providence, 
there are only about four or five organized Societies that 
have come to my knowledge, though there are quite a 
number of Universalists in about every town in the state. 
Connecticut has from twelve to fifteen organized Socie- 
ties, though, as in Rhode-Island, there are bodies of Uni- 
versalists in different parts of the state. In New-York, 
there are about one hundred and sixty societies, and only 
but about one fourth part of that number of preachers. 
One State Convention, formed of nine Associations. The 
number of meeting houses in this state, as in some others, 
I have not been furnished with the means of ascertaining. 
In the Southern and Western States, the doctrine, though 
less prevalent, is gradually finding its way to the hearts 
of men. We can say what but few denominations can 
say in truth, that, although the “harvest is great,” our 
‘laborers are tew.”’ We are not like some other denom- 
inations, overstocked with preachers. We have none for 
foreign markets—they are all needed among ourselves. 
We would rather pray “the Lord of the harvest to send 
more laborers into his vineyard.” 

Brethren in the ministry; Suffer a word of exhortation. 
As we are but few in numbers compared to the Societies 
which need our labors, it is a duty devolving on us to be 
instant, not only in season, but out of season, in rebuking 
and exhorting with all longsuffering and doctrine. And 
let us be exceedingly careful that the doctrine we dissem- 
inate is not leavened with the leaven of the pharisee.— 
We should endeavor to supply the deficiency of our num- 
bers by “doubling our diligence.” When we contrast the 
present with the past, we have much to encourage us to 
perseverance. Our fathers fought the good fight of faith 
as it were alone,—they withstood a powertul enemy ; 
but such was the superior power of the weapons used by 
these few champions that -‘one chased a thousand, and 
two put ten thousand to flight.” The same “sword of 
the spirit” is entrusted to our care. Let us use it shil- 
fully, but not deceitfully; and may the declaration of our 
Saviour serve asa stimulant when we stand up in the 
defence of his gospel, that although at present buta small 
portion of mankind are leavened with the leavenof truth, 
it will, by the blessing of God, so continue to operate 
that all hearts shall eventually experience its happyfying 
influences. 


‘‘How long dear Saviour, O how long 
Shall this bright hour delay, 

Fly swifter round ye wheels of time 
And bring the welcome day.” 








a woman took and hid in three measures of meal till the ‘their being made “alive unto holiness?” If so, the im- 


liom of heaven is like unto leaven, which 


ness will be the consequence of freedom from sin, and 


AMEN. 
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We advertisad our readers that we would present them 
with an extract from the “Review of a Pamphlet by Ja- 
cob B. Crist, entitled ‘ The Fog of Universalisin Dissipa- 
ted by the Light of Truth,’ by A.C. Thomas.” We 
have only room for the following. 


“In the very first paragraph of the pamphlet 
before us, the auther has descended to a subter- 
fuge which no candid man can approve. We 
shall not release him from the charge of gross 
musrepresentation, unless he sincerely pleads ig- 
norauce of what Universalists believe. 

He intimates that Universalists contend, God 
will violate His justice, if he does not render all 
mankind eternally happy ; and that He will not 
otherwise perform his duty! Did he ever hear 
an Universalist contend for such a strange idea? 
So far from it, the sentiment is directly opposed 
to Universalism. We contend that man has no 
claim on eternal blessedness.—All we hope for in 
an immortal existence, as well as that existence 
itself, we contend will be the unmerited unpur- 
chased, rree cirr of God. We have no idea, 
that, by our virtues here, we lay the Almighty 
under obligations to bless us hereafter, We have 
no idea that the justice of God compels Him to 
raise mankind from the dead into an incorrupti- 
ble life. I repeat it, that is wholly the ‘gift of 
<Jod—not of works, lest any man should boast.? 

Bat what do Universalists say relative to the 
Divine justice? Answer: Wecontend that man 
is a finite being; that all his actions are finite in 
their nature, and must be finite in their conse- 
quences. Justice demads that every man shall 
be rewarded or punished occording to his works: 
hence, as the works of man are finite, he being 
a limited agent, justice cannot demand the inflic- 
tion of more than finite or linited punishment. 
Who is there that can—who is there that dare 
attempt to refute these positions? Were man 
infinite, then, should he become a transgressor, 
he would justly be obnoxious to unlimited pun- 
ishment. But we ask,(though we do not expect 
an answer,)where would be the juctice of God, 
were he to inflict an endless punishment for the 
finite transgressions of man in three score years 
and ten? It is highly politic for those who are 
in the mist and darkness of Partialism, to decry 
Reason, when such questions as these are pro- 
posed to rational beings. They convey instan- 
taneous conviction to the sober understanding, 
that an endless state of suffering has no existence, 
but in the imaginations of deluded men. 

But our author has said that Universalists 
“likewise extenuate sin to a mere peccadillo 
almost undeserving any punishment whatever.” 
Does he who penned this allegation believe in a 
future judgment? And does the doctrine of 
never-ending»damnation exert so little influence 
on his mind, as to permit him to state what he 
knows is positively untrue? It is well for our 
author, that doctrine is false! What can heurge 
in extenuation !— for in the view of moral recti- 
tute he cannot be justified. Universalists do say 
that man is infirm, and Jiable to err; exposed to 
temptation, and prone to vield—and we say, too, 
that life is but a span: but do we hence “exten- 
uate sin toa mere peccadillo, almost undeser- 
ving any punishment whatever!” It seems our 
author will be satisfied with nothing short of end- 
less punishment. He knows from experience 
that sin is invariably punished, but he trembles 
lest the wicked will not be punished enough! 

. . ‘ D> 
Hearhim: “If this be a just representation of 
the state of man in this world, we may safely 
conclude, that instead ot his being punished e- 





— crimes, he will not be punished at all.” 

is, we su oe oe mesg rim give 
his patient ton of physic, he will give him none 
at al! Ohow chides are such assertions as 
these! We say to our author—God will punish 
mankind just as much as they deserve, and no 
more. Go, and learn what the Scripture mean- 
eth: “I will not contend forever, neither will I 
be always wroth; for the Spirit should fail be- 
fore me, and the soul which J have made.” Isa. 
57, 16- 

Our author, in view of the doctrine of limited 
punishmeut, says: “And we see, according to 
this statement, no great necessity for the suffer- 
ings and death of Christ.” Nay, nor will he see, 
until the moral jaundice that bas diseased the eye 
of his mindis removed. In his view, every thing 
is magnified, except the extent ofsalvation. He 
can see nothing but penal fires, vindictlve wrath, 
and an endless hell, from which it is worth while 
being saved! Jesus came not to save mankind 
from deserved punishment, but he eame to save 
them from deserving it. He came to save his 
people from their sins—to redeem them from 
iniquity. Matt. 1,21. Titus, 2,14. He was 
the commendation of Divine Love toward mankind. 
Rom. 5, 8. He brought life and immortality to 
light through the Gospel. 1 Tim. 1, 10. And 
has not incalculable benefit thus accrued to the 
world? O how blinded by the mist of error 
must that man be, who can see little or no advan- 
tage in being freed from sin and fear, in the pres- 
ent tense, through faith and obedience. 

The understanding of our author being 1n dark- 
ness, he still keeps in view the precious and com- 
fortable doctrine of endless damnation ; and seems 
to think that, in any other “view of man’s condi- 
tion in the present life,” repentance is “a work 
of supererogation!” That is to say, if we were 
not afraid of being eternally damned, we should 
have no motive to repentance, and no inducement 
to fulfil the royal law of love! We say to our 
author, “the goodness of God leadeth to repen- 
tance ;” repentance does not lend to the goodness 
of God. We tell him that repentance would not 
be “a work of supererogation,” even on the suppo- 
sition that there is not anether mode of being 
besides the present. In the ways of wisdom and 
virtue, peace and happiness can alone be found.” 


SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATION. 
“ Therefore will 1 divide him a portion with the 
great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong ; 
because he hath poured out his soul unto death : and 
he was numbered with the transgressors,'and he bare 
the sin of many, and made intercession for the trans- 
gressors.”—Isaiah liii. 12. 

By request, we make some comments on the 
above passage. The whole chapter has ever been 
considered the clearest and most particular proph- 
ecy of our Savior’s sufferings, that the scriptures 
afford : so much so, that it had been well observ- 
ed, it looks more like a history than a prophecy. 
The verse to which our attention is directed, con- 
tains several particulars, which we shall succes- 
sively notice. 

“Therefore will I divide him a portion with the 
great.” It is evident that the word therefore, 
must refer to something antecedent. The previ- 
ous verse informsus that “he shall see of the trav- 
ail of his soul and be satisfied ; by his knowledge 
shall my mghteous servant justify many : for he 
shall bear their iniquities,” The satisfaction 
which Christ}was to derive from his labor of love 
was to be complete ; he was to be satisfied. The 








ternally (as orthodox professors dectare ) for his 





word many, in scripture, signifies the many, or the 
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whole, as opposed to the few. When, therefore, i: 
is said that he shal} justify many, for he shall bare 


their iniquities, it is only varying. the expression 
contained inthe sixth werae=e The Lord has laid 
on him the iniquities of us all.” The same ob- 
servation applies to the 19th verse‘of,the 5th chap- 
terof Paul to the}/Romans—“For as by one inan,s 
disobedience, many (in the original “the many,”) 
were made sinners, so by the obedience of one 
shall many (the very same number) be made righ- 
teous.” Here as in the prophecy on which we 
are commenting, the form of ezpression, and not 
the meaning, is varied. The previous verse in 
Romans reads—"As by the offence of one, judg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation, even 
sv, by the righteousness of one, the free gift came 
upon all men, to justification of life.” 

When, then, the prophet says, “therefore will 
I divide him a portion with the great, and he shali 
divide the spoil with the strong,” it is very mani- 
fest that this declaration cannot be so restricted 
as to}do away those previous passages, which 
speak of the unlimited character of his mission. 
Bishop Horne and Dr. Lowth thus eomment on 
this passage. ‘Therefore the multitudes of the 
nations are given him for his inheritance, and the 
strong and mighty kingdoms of the world, rescu- 
ed from the tyrranny of sin, shall become his. 
Some render this passage, I will bestow many 
upon him, and he shall divide the spoils of the 
strong.” 

It is very certain that the gospel was to be ef- 
fectual in pulling down the strong holds of Satan, 
and that Christ was to triumph ever all the power, 
wealth and opposition, that was exercised towards 
him, till he should put all his enemies under his 
feet, deliver up the kingdom to God his father, 
and Gad should be all in ail. 

“He was numbered with the transgressors,” 
and “he made intercession for the transgressors,” 
Allusion is here made to his being accounted « 
malefactor and being crucified between theives. 
Thus was he, “numbered with the transgressors.” 
That heavenly petition which escaped from his 
dying lips in the agony ofdeath: ‘Father for- 
give them for they know not what they do,” isa 
fulfilment of his intercession, and a blessed assur- 
ance that he is not the enemy of those who ase 
enemies to him.—Anchor. 


MINISTERS DISMISSED. 

The clergy begin to find in many places, that 
the late excitements which they have occasioned, 
are not quite so favorable to orthodoxy as they 
imagined they would be. In several places 
where there have been four days meeti.gs, the 
eyes of the people have been opened, not to see 
their own sins, however, but the iniquities and 
transgressions of their clergy, and they are not 
slow to visit them with the just recompence of 
their offences. We have heard within a few 
days, that the Rev. Mr. Stearns, of Bedford, 
Mass. in consequence of his ultra measures, has 
been dismissed from the parish, and will be no 
longer their clergyman. Br. D. D. Smith, of 
Woburn, has preached once or twice in this 
place of late. In Grafton, Mass. as we learn by 
a letter from that place, the Rev. Mr. Searle has 
had leave to retire. Our correspondent says,— 
“yesterday there was a society meeting in this 
place ; and they got a very handsome majority 
to dismiss their orthodox minister.” It is but a 
month or two since a four days meeting was held 
in this town. In Holliston, 
Litch, although not actually dismissed, bas had « 
most solemn warning of his precarious standing. 








The people had but just got through a four days 
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meeting, when they put themselves to work to 
dismiss their clergyman. He had taken pains, 
at his settlement, to have the contract so drawn, 

that the garish cannot get rid of him without 

two thirds of the voters are againsthim. He flat- 

vers himself that he shal be able to gull and con- 

trol one third and one over, and by that means 

compel a parish to maintain him, a large major- 

ity of whose principle members wish him gone. 

At the recent parish meeting in Holliston, a re- 

spectable majority of the parish voted to dismiss 

bim ; but as not quite two thirds were obtained, 

the vete was lost. Inthe town of Hopkinton, 

adjoining Holliston on the West, shortly after a 
four days meeting, a parish meeting was called, 

and a vote passed to dismiss the clergyman of 
the parish, Rev. A. A. Phelps. Nathan Phipps, 
Esq. was chosen Moderator, and col. Abijah 
Ellis. Secretary, The following preamble and 

resolutions were passed. They are written ina 
decided aad manly tone, and teach presumptu- 
ous clergy that voz populi vor Dei; and it must 
be obeyed. [ n parishes, as in all other corpora- 
tions, the majority must rule; and when the vo- 
ters of a parish say to the clergyman go, he must 
go, the voice of the church to the contrary not- 
withstanding. Here follw the resolutions refer- 
red to. We publish them fur the benefit of the 
orthodox clergy—a srt of premonition of their 
fate. Mr. Phelps will retire when his six months 
have expired. 

“Whereas great dissatisfaction and uneasi- 
ness prevail in the minds of a great pertion of 
the inhabitants of the first Parish in Hopkinton 
on account of the extraordinary measures resor- 
ted to by the Rev. Amos A Phelps and others, 
his adherents in said Parish, to create unnatural 
and violent religious excitements in the minds 
of the people of said Parish; and viewing such 
measures not only as calculated to destroy the 
peace of the community, but also designed to 
promote sectarian purposes, wholly unauthor- 
ized and inconsistent with the true spirit and 
meaning of the Gospel ; Therefore, 

Resolved, 1st. That we sincerely deprecate a 
seperation of the Parish, and all its attendant 
evils, and will use all fair and honorable means 
‘o promote the peace and harmony, as well as 
the best interests of the same. 

Resolved, 2nd. That ministers of the gospel 
as well as well us all officers in civil authority 
are accountable for their official conduct, to the 
people by whom they are elected and supported. 

Resolved, 3d. That whereas the Rev. Anos 
A. Phelps has both in word and deed, denied all 
accontability to the people by whom he was set- 
tled, and continues to evince a total disaegard of 
the feeling and wishes of a large portion of his 
society, Therefore— 

Resolved, 4th. That we cannot conscientious- 
'y continue to him our support, but instead there- 
of would cheerfully lend our aid and influence to 
the support of a more consistent and liberal min- 
ded man as a christian teacher. 

Resolved, 5th. Thata committee of three be 
appointed to provide occasionally, such preach- 
ing as will be more consistent with the views and 
wishes of the majority of the Parish, dnring the 
continuence of the Rev. Mr. Phelps.— Trumpet. 








MIRACULOUS CONCEPTION, 

“It is reasonable to suppose,” says Dr. Car- 
penter, “that Luke meant by his genealogy, to 
prove that Jesus was of the seed of David.” Now 
if Heli were the Father of Joseph, Luke’s gene- 


the Father of Joseph.—We have only the asser- 
tion of some latter writers, made to explain the 
dissonance between the genealogy of Luke, and 
that prefixed to Mutthew’s gospel. It has ever 
appeared to me as next to impossible, that Luke, 
knowing that Jesus was not the Son of Joseph, 
and that Heli was not the natural father of Jo- 
seph, should assert that Jesus was the Son of Jo- 
seph who was the son of Heli! If his opinion 
had been what was generally supposed, he must 
surely have said, that Jesus was the Son of Ma- 
ry, who was the daughter of Heli. Ifit be said 
that Jesus, though not the Son of Joseph, might 
have been the son of David, I admit the possibil- 
ity, but not the probability of it, can be maintain- 
ed. If Luke had known that Jesus, though the 
son of Mary only, was still the Son of David, he 
would not, as far‘as I can perceive, have done 
otherwise than give Mary’s genealogy up to Da- 
vid, at least as well as that of Joseph, which in 
the case would have nothnig to the purpose, and 
it is scarcely conceivable that he should so dis- 
tinctly declare, as he does twice, that Joseph was 
of the family of David, and yet never intimate 
that Mary was also a descendant of David, if Je- 
sus were the son of Mary only. It appears then 
that the words of the writer of the introduction 
to Luke’s Gospel, are scarcely consistent with the 
supposition that Jesus was not the son of Joseph. 

At the time of the Annunciation, Mary is spoken 
of as being his espoused wife. In chap. 5, 33, we 
read, of “his father and mother wondering at those 
things which were spoken of him. In verse 41, 
Joseph and Mary are spoken of as his parents, 
and in verse 48, Mary is represented as saying, 
“thy father and 1 sought thee,” &c. 

If we proceed into Luke’s undoubde twritings, 
(for the authenticity of the introduction has been 
disputed) we find expressions of the same import. 
He records the words of Peter, Acts 2, 30, 32, 
implying that Jesus was the descendant of David ; 
end the words of Paul, expressly asserting it. 
Acts 13, 22, 23, 24. He records also the words 
of the people of Nazareth: “Is not this the son 
of Joseph,” without any where informing us that 
Jesus was not so: and he does himself expressly 
declare, that Jesus was the son of Joseph, and 
through him traces his descent to David. 

I am aware that the words “being as was sup- 
posed the son of Joseph,” are when taken separ- 
ately from theirconnexion, somewhat ambiguous, 
however they can scarcely have more than one 
meaning, viz. that Jesus was really the son of Jo- 
seph ; for it is highly improbable, indeed next to 
impossible, that such judicious writer as Luke, 
should give a genealogy of our Lord’s descent 
from David through Joseph, if Joseph were only 
supposed to be his father. j 

That there is great internal presumption a- 
gainst this doctrine, must be obvious to all men. 
That it has been a great stumbling block with res- 
pect to Christianity, is much to be deplored: But 
true or false, it scarcely affects the question as to 
the nature of Christ. 

To give the fullest effieacy to the example of 
Christ, and particularly to give full force to the 
pledge which his resurrection affords, that all men 
shall be raised from the dead, it was, perhaps, ex- 
pedient that he should be like his brethren in this 
as well as all other respects ; but whether he was 
conceived by the miraculous agency of God, or 
by the agency of God operating by the usual laws 
of nature, determines nothing as to the ques- 
tion whether or not he were a proper human 
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From the Sentinel and Star in the West. 
Extract of a Letter from a gentleman in Biv- 


mingham, England, to his friend in Clark: Coun- 
ty, Ohio. 


“The enemies of reform are indefatigable in 

raising obstacles to the reform bill. But the pub- 
lic mind is now so well informed, on the subject 

of natural and political rights, that their hostili- 
ty will only have the tendency to unite the re- 
formers, and make them rise in their demande. 

A great sensation has been very generally felt 

throughout the kingdom, from the very extensive 

sale of a new and most extraordinary work, on 

the subject of High Church patronage, and its 
abuses. The author one Beverley, Esq. of Bever- 
ley, is himself a Clergyman, and a man of large 
fortune, and very evidently well acquainted wit! 
the subject he has so manfully brought in the most 
energetic manner into public notice. 306,000 
copies of his first Letter, were sold before the 
second was published ; it was addressed to the 
Archbishop of York. 10 editions of the two 
first letters, have been soldina few weeks. The 
author declares he will not lay down his pen un- 
til reformation has begun in the church estab- 
lishment. Perhaps no book, since Paine’s 
“Rights of Man,” have been so rapidly read, 
or produced such wenderful effects. Three 
millions of revenue (pounds sterling)belong to the 
present High Church establishment! The pres- 
ent Archbishop of York has a revenue of from 
20 to 25,0002. annually ; he hasthree sons worth 
8,000 a year each, and one has6,000! A reform 
in our representation once accomplished, these 
infamous abuses will soon be attacked in an in- 
dependent House of Commons, and you may 
rest assured that in afew short years, there will 
be no religion established by law in the Britisl: 
Islands! Not that the cause of truth or of reli- 
gion, will suffer from such an event; no, all his- 
tory, all experience teaches us, that any system 
of religion, however pure and holy in its princi- 
ples, which becomes wedded to a state, from that 
moment is a curse to the country where it is suf- 
fered to dominate over the consciences of men.” 


We are much gratified to learn from the above 
extract of a letter, (favored us by our good friencd 
“W. A”) that light is not only dawning in the 
“fast anchored isle,” but is spreading its vivifying 
rays with such effulgence, as to dissipate the 
gloom of mental and moral degradation. Eng- 
land will yet be free. 





*“ MORE VICTIMS.” 


We learn, says the Magazine and Advocate, 
that a Mrs. Smith, the wife of the Presbyterian 
clergyman of Ogdensburgh, hasgbhecome a per- 
feet maniaa, and that, at the time our informa- 
tion was received, (Oct. 31,) it required four or 
five persons constantly to hold her. She cails on 
them (her friends) continually to pluck out her 
right eye and cast it from her, and to cut off her 
right hand ; and would no doubt herself tear Her 
eye out of her head if she could get her hands at 
liberty. She sometimes pretends she is the Christ, 
saying, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.” &e. 
In the first stage of her malady, which commen- 
ced at the close of a protracted meeting, she pre- 
tended to see remarkable visions, and to have 
revelations from heaven. And her deluded friends. 
who, with her, had been active in promoting ex- 
citements at Ogdensburgh, professed to look ip- 
on her visions and revelations as wonderful di-- 
plays of the power of divine grace.—Reli gious 





being.—Star in the West, 


Inquirer, 








The following is from one of the Boston pa- 
pers. The dreadful catalogue is swelling fast:— 

“There was a girl who hung herself, at a four 
days meeting, in Stoddard, N. H. last thursday, 
She was from Walpole. There are now two 
men in Andover, and one in Chester, Vt. who 
are crazy, so much so, that they have to confine 
them, cuused by attending protracted meetings.” 
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“f have set Watchmen on thy walls, O Jerusalem,” 


—— | 





MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS. 

Bev. Fayette Mace will preach at Randolph next Sabbath, 
(io-morrow) and at Bridgewater on the 4th Sabbath in Jan- 
wury 

Br. PALMER will preach at the Court House in this village 
next Sabbath (to-morrow.) 

Br. Jounw Moore will preach at Claremont, N. H. next 
Sabbath, anda lecture in the evening at the Hall of Mr. Hall, 
in Cornish, near Windsor Bridge, and at the Court House in 
this village on the 5th Sabbath in PJanuary. 

Br. WaRREN SKINNER will preach at the Court House in 
this village on the third Sabbath in January. 

The editor will preach at Barre to-morrow, and at Platts- 
burgh on the 2d Sabbath in January. 


PROPHECYING. 

We learn that a certain Episcopal Clergyman, not a thousand 
iniles from Woodstock, has prophesied that there will be but 
few Universalists in Vermont in two years from this time. I 
they continue to increase for two years to come, as they have for 
tw years past, and are noto increasing, this great prophet may 
have occasion to call the serious and prayerful attention of his 
hearers to that portion of scripture recorded in the 5th chapter 
of the prophecy of Jeremiah, 31st verse : ‘“The prophets proph- 
»cy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means,’’ and make 
the application to himself. 

NEW SOCIETIES. 

A Society of Universalists was organized in Sharon, Vt. las 

Sabbath evening. 











Another was organized at the same time in Tunbridge, Vt. 

A new Society has been recently formed in Wendall, N. H., 
and another is expected to be formed next Sabbath evening at 
Cornish, N. H. Brethren, is not this encouraging ? 





[From the Philadelphian. ] 
CROCODILE LAMENTATIONS. 

it issometime since we have taken any notice 
of our numerous Universalist friends; but their 
doleful lamentations have lately attracted our at- 
tention. The Universalist Watchman, of Wood- 
stock, Vt. says,— 

“We would very respectfully inquire of our 
»rother Editor at Windsor, of Dr. Ely, and oth- 
ers who take the charge of Calvinistic journals, 
why they have not the candor (not to say hon- 
esty, for can it be that we doubt it 1) to publish 
the numerousi@uses of insanity and suicide, which 
have occured since four days meetings first be- 
came fashionable. Some two or three columns 
in almost every number of these periodicals are 
<levoted to the wonderful and saving effects of 
such assemblies; but no mention is made of their 
®oful and lamentable results. Hundreds are flock- 
ing to Christ, alias Calvinism, to get rid of their 
burden ; but nothing is said of the large number 
that resort to the rope or razor for the same object 
believing it to be the most salutary, however dis- 
agreeable or disgraceful the measure. Now how 
shall we account for ths lack of information in 
the periodicals above mentioned? That their 


editors have no doubt with respect to the correct- 
ness of the numerous reports of mental derange- 
ment and suicide which weekly appear in this 
paper and various others, is obvious from the fact 


ee 
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them, which they would not be backward in do- 
ing if they believed those reports false. 

hey have endeavoured to keep these thin 
from the eyes of their readers; and we honestly 
believe that a large portion of those who are now 
honestly and zealously engaged in these excite- 
ments would discountenance them if they knew 
ot even one half the misery they have occasioned. 
We cannot persuade ourselves to believe that 
the people are so corrupt as to encourage that 
which produces evils of such magnitude, if they 
were aware ofthem. What, then, must we think 
of those who, knowing them, keep their brethren 
in ignorance ?”’ 

The paper which contains the above cited 
paragraphs, under the caption of “More Vic- 
tims !!]” pretends to give us accounts of several 
persons whom the Calvinists have rendered stark 
mad by their four days meetings. Now if five or 
Jifty five persons have been demented in the 
manner alleged, and have cut their throats, or 
hung themselves why should Universalists mourn? 
Must not their ckeeks be moistened with croco- 
dile tears, if they believe in the doctrine of uni- 
versal salvation, immediately after death? “O 
blessed and happy ye,” they ought te say, “who, 
by going to a four days meeting, get courage 
enough to rush away from this sorrowful world, 
and enter into everlasting blessedness !” Would 
it not be well for those Universalists, who are so 
much afflicted at Calvinistic doctrines and revi- 
vals, as William Bell appears to be, to attend 
some ofthe protracted meetings, and thereby 
prepare themselves to go away voluntarily from 
the present “existence, made miserable by cruel 
priests?” Surely, it can be no more misfortune 
for the Calvinists to prepare their neighbours 
speedily to enter paradise, if it should be through 
a short season of insanity. 

But to cease from irony, we do not see any 
thing in ‘ta four days meeting” for religious pur- 
poses which is calculated to make any man crazy. 
We have attended several of these meetings, 
and every thing in them and about themi was as 
innocent, inoffensive, sober, orderly, and ration- 
al as in any convocation of Universalists, Unita- 
rians, or Calvinists, commonly held on the Lord’s 
day morning in any splendid temple. Why 
should attention to the subject of religion for the 
space of four days be more likely to dethrone a 
man’s reason, than to attend during the same 
length of time to his pecuniary accounts, to math- 
ematics, or even the editing of a Universalist 
newspaper ? 

We know that a person may become mad in a 
church, at a ball, at an election or at a theatre; 
and we could tell the Watchman of a Universa- 
list preacher, once resident in Philadelphia, who 
became insane and committed suicide ; but shall 
we thence infer that lunacy or fatuity is the nat- 
ural result of balls, elections, the theatre, and 
Universalism ? 

It is a common thing for persons whose ner- 
vous system is diseased to pursue some particular 
vein of delirium ; and it may be that of supposed 
revelations, of prophecies,.of imaginary wealth, 
power, and giandeur, or of universal salvation, 
and yet the state of the brain produced the mad- 
ness, before the madness began to ré-act on the 
brain and the nervous system. Religious deliri- 
um, or insanity, taking’some religious turn, is not 
peculiar to any one denomination of religionists ; 
for there are insane Pagans, Roman Catholics, 
Protestants, Jews, and Mussulmen. If any one 





kind, and the endless punishment of all who die 
without having been born again of the Spirit of 
God. “Madness is in their hearts while they 
live, and when they die, they go down to the pit.” 


DR. ELY, “BOOH!!”” 


dreams by “ crocodiles.” He would fain make his read- 
ers believe that the editors of Universalist periodicals are 
extremely foolish to worry themselves so much on account 
of the numerous instances of insanity and suicide which 
are the legitimate effects of four day meetings. Foolish, 
because if Universalism be true, there can be no harm 
resulting from these (to us) deplorable results, for they 
only serve to hasten the subjects to heaven. The Dr., 
for the want of argument, calls to his aid something 
as asubstitute which has become stale by age and repe- 
tition, & which has not even the semblance of argument. 
The Dr.’s reasoning, (if for a moment we allow it to be 
such) is in substance as follows:—There could be no 
harm for a Universalist to kill Dr. Ely, as he is one of the 
elect, tor when he dies, he will go immediately to heav- 
en. ‘Oh blessed and bappy” Dr. Ely. And should 
this Universalist tell Dr. Ely’s children (if he has any) 
that their father is their greatest enemy, and intends to 
roast them alive, and thus be the meansof their mental de- 
rangement, which ends in suicide, the Universalist ought 
not to be blamed in the least, notwithstanding he might 
tell these children an absolute lie. And why? Because 
the Dr.’s children being born of pious parents, and dedi- 
cated to God in Baptism, would doubtless go to heaven. 
On this principle why would it not be well for Univer- 
salists to kill off all the elect and send them home to 
heaven? “Oh blessed and happy ye,” the Doctor ought 
to say, “‘ who, by putting themselves in the way of Uni- 
versalists, rush away from this sorrowful world, and en- 
ter into everlasting blessedness.” And why should any 
blame attach to Universalists for doing this? Why 
should any ‘‘ crocodile tears” drown the eyes of the 
elect who are less fortunate than those who have gone 
to heaven before them? Let the Dr. answer. 

_ © Butto cease ftom irony,” we wish “ Rev. Ezra 
Stiles Ely, D. D. to understand us when we say that we 
believe it unseriptural and wicked to “do evil that good 
may come. To sin, that’ everlasting blessedness “may 
abound. We know not what kind ot ‘ four days meet- 
ings” they have in Philadelphia and its vicinity, but we 
have reason to believe that they are all of one character, 
andif so, they are peculiarly calculated to ‘* make any 
man crazy” who 1s silly enough to believe what he 
hears, and to be deceived by the ‘crocodile tears” that 
are shed by hypocritical priests on such occasions. We 
believe these meetings to be neither “ innocent, inoffen- 
sive, sober, orderly,” or “rational.” The Dr. asks, ““why 
should attention to the subject of religion for the space 
of tour days, be more Jikely to dethrone a man’s reason, 
than to attend during the same length of time to his pe- 
cuniary accounts, to mathematics, or even the editing of 
a Universalist newspaper.” ‘Attending to the subject 
of religion!” God preserve us from a religion that makes 
men crazy. Attending to the subjectof “religion, pure 
and undefiled,” never made, nor never will make any 
man crazy, Itis attending meetings where God is dis- 
honored which makes men and women crazy. It is at- 
tending meetings where hell and damnation is the chief 


all the solemn mockery which characterizes such meet- 
ings who believes it real. We wish not in this place to 
trouble our readers by descriptions of these worse than 
useless assemblies. We have spoken of them repeated- 
ly, and the public generally are ready to answer the 
question proposed by the Dr., and sois the Dr. himself. 
He very well knows thata continual stream of fire and 
brimstone is sufficient to melt soft heads. He knows 
that he is more indebted for his revivals to a devil and a 
hell than he isto the love of God ; and experience must 





denomination of Protestants abounds more than 





that they have never to our knowledge expressed 


another with men beside themselves, it is the class 


have taught him that converts made by these terrify ing 
words, partake of the nature of what was instrumenta 


of persons who deny a tuture judgment of man- 


This Rev. Divine appears to be much disturbed in his. 





topick. It is sufficient to make any man crazy to witness” 
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in converting them. Did the Dr. ever know of an‘in- 


stance where a belief in the universal and unchanging 
goodness of Almighty God made a man crazy? And 
suppose such an instance should occur, would a firm be- 
liet in the doctrine of a wrathful God and an endless hell 
cure him? We pause for a reply. 


TO DELINQUENT SUBSCRIBERS. 

We would advertise delinquent agents and subscribers that 
we are not accountable for the measures which Mr. Avery, the 
former proprietor of the Watchman, may adopt for the collec- 
tion of what is due him for the same. We expect he will leave 
his accounts with some lawyer for collection,and however we may 
regret this procedure, we have no right to dictate to him the course 
to pursue. We hope and trust that we shall not have occasion to 
adopt the same method to collect our demands. Mr. Avery, it 
will be recollected, was the proprietor from the commencement 
of the second volume to the 18th number of the present volume. 
It was then transferred into our hands. 

As the editor will visit his friends at the north, next 
week, it would be agreeable on his part to receive mon- 
ey for the Watchman from any who may feel disposed to 
pay him. 








THE TRUMPET. 

This valuable paper of the 10th inst. did not reach us till 
Tuesday. It usually arrives three, and sometimes, four 
days earlier. From the appearance of the paper it is 
obvious that it has been detained by some person who 
has used it fora plate to eat his dinner from, as it is be- 
emeared with grease. We would thank the person who 
is so desirous of reading this excellent paper, to forward 
his name to Br. Whittemore, who would no doubt be 
glad to enter it on his subscription book. 





The following articles by some accident were mislaid 
and forgotten. Although some time has elapsed since they 
were written for publication, justice to Mrs. Bradley re- 
quires that we give them insertion. And we do it with 
more cheerfulness as we are well acquainted with the lady, 
and know herto sustain an irreproachable character, 
and that she is a firrn and unshaken believer in the ‘‘resti- 
tution of all things.’’ 

[FOR THE UNIVERSALI“*T WATCHMAN. ] 

Mr. Eprror: Itis a fortunate circumstance, 
that we have a faithful Watchman through which 
we may exhibit to the public, the unhalow- 
ed course pursued by those, who give every ev- 
idence of a most determined opposition to free 
inquiry, and to every measure calculated to throw 
fight on the human mind in relation to the fun- 
damental principles of Christianity. It is dis- 
tressing to me, to be under the necessity of ex- 
posing the baseness and folly of any of my fellow 
creatures. Iam impelled tothe discharge of 
this disagreeable duty, by a sense of my own re- 
sponsibility, and by an ardent desire for the wel- 
fare of those who may stand accused, as well as 
for the general peace and happiness of mankind. 

Since I preached in Burlington a large society 
has been collected, but the opposers of impartial 
benevolence have resorted to every means, how- 
ever unprincipled, to support their sinking cause. 
Deception and oppression are here reduced to a 
«system. Iam told that the Calvinist minister of 
ahis place, spent some time with the notorious 
Finney in New-York that he might learn the art 
of producing a religious excitement. He return- 
ed with all the zeal of a fanatic. He employed 
a coadjutor of the baptist connection by the name 
of W r, who, to say the least, is sufficiently 
ignorant and mean to prove a powerful auxiliary; 
for a truly high minded and honorable disposed 
man, would never so far sacrifice his dignity, as 
to trespass on every principle of common decen- 
cy and good manners. 

Being’ informed that in every part of this 
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circulated the news of the great work which God 
was performing in Burlington, and being inform- 
ed from respectable sources that their manage- 
ment, especially in their night meetings, was ri- 
ulous in the extreme. I thought proper for my 
satisfaction to deviate from my common course 
and attend with them for once. 

Mr. Smith opened the meeting by gravely sta- 
ting that he held in his hand a paper, (the New- 
York Observer,) which gave an account of the 
most powerful revivals the world ever witnessed, 
that he should confine himself to two columns of 
the paper. We connect the several accounts as 
well as wecan. First inthe great City of New 
York, God had showered down the effusions of 
his holy spirit. He lefi New-York some time in 
Sept. and went to Utica, and from thence to Troy, 
and the last he heard of him he was in Lansing- 
burg where religion constituted the whole buisness 
of the place! 

Mr. W r, then rose with great majesterial 
importance and stated that these were facts that 
carried with them more force than the most con- 
clusive arguments. He had some other facts 
to state, which taken collectively would altogeth- 
er overwhelm the Infidel and the Universalist. 
In New-Haven, said he, in this state there is an 
appearance of arevival. One old confirmed Uni- 
versalist become convinced of his false foundation, 
and requested the prayers of the children of God. 
He has now renounced his error. ‘Another in- 
stance, (said he) I will present, and refer vou to 
the placeandname. Mrs. Bradley of Williston, 
the wife of the Universalist Minister, has abjured 





ates,and now warns her former friends, of the 
fatal tendency of that damnable and soul destroy 
ing doctrine.” 
seen Mrs. Bradley but a few hours before, my 


gross misrepresentation. 
manner to stop. 


T asked Mr. W- 





it.— Pi MM. * e; 


port now in circulation, that I have renounced the belief o 


is therefore not subject to change. 
Had these statements been confined to the tea-table party 
or the family fireside I should not have been at the trouble o 


s a believer in the unlimited goodness of God, I feel i 


their false and unjustifiable assertions. 
DELIA M, BRADLEY, 
Williston, March 24, 1831. er 








State, a8 well asin the adjoining States, they had 


exhibiting the slightest muscular contortion. 


the error of Universalism, Jeft her former associ- 


Knowing this to be false, having 


duty to the preacher—to myself and to the peo- 
ple, impelled me irresistably to contradict this 
I arose to speak but 
was ordered by Mr. Smith in a very authoritative 
1 stated it was not my object 
to oppose Aim. He then gave liberty to proceed. 
r, if he held himself respon- 
sible for the truth of what he had stated, con- 
cerning Mrs. Bradley, He hesitated to answer. 
Mr. Smith urged him for the sake of his own hon- 
or to answer the question ; he then stated that 
he had been so informed. I then stated that Mrs. 
Bradley was about to prepare an article for pub- 
lication designed to confront that declaration. 

I send it enclosed—you will please to publish 


BrotruEeR Beuxi,—Feeling myself bound as a believer 
in God’s universal and unchanging love to contradict a re- 


the ultimate holiness and consequent happiness of all God’s 
intelligent offspring, I hereby certify that such statements 
are wholly without foundation. My belief is founded on the 
immutable oath of Jehovah, written by holy prophets, and | advanced age of 92. 

by the apostles of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and | In Windsor, Mary, consort of Deae. Stephen &haw. 


contradicting them; but as professed ministers of the gos- 
pel are using my name in their conferences and prayer meet- 
ines in a manner insulting to me as a female, and disgrace- 
ful a 


an imperious and solemn duty to defend myself against 


Gone THe Wao te Pic.—The Boston Trans 
cript says the young Anaconda in that city on 
Friday last “swallowed a Guinea pig as large as 
a young grunter, without making a wry face, or 
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At a church where there was ° all for a min- 
ister, two candidates appear. hose names 
were Adam and Low. The la. -r preached aun 
elegant discourse from the text—‘‘Adam, where 
art thou?” In the afternoon Adam preached 
from these words—*‘ Lo, here am I.” 


A recipe to prevent Boots from taking water. 
Take séneca oil and gum elastic; one ounce of 
the latter to be cut into thin shreds and dis- 
solved, in a pint of the former, and wien dis- 
solved, which will be in a few days, the boots 
are to be completely saturated or charged with 
the mixture. The manner of /preparing the 
boots is as follows: Take a sponge, and rub 
the mixture in until the leather will absorb no 
more of it; the boots are then laid by for a dav 
or two, when the process is repeated. The 
soles as well as the uppers are to be thus rub- 
bed, and the operation is to be performed ei- 
ther before a fire or in the sun. 








A Receipt ror ramity peace.—An Em- 
peror of China discovered a family, of which 
the master, wives, children, grand children, 
and servants, amounting to a considerable num- 
ber, all lived in harmony to a wonderful de- 
gree. On his expressing his admiration of the 
circumstance, and inquiring what means were 
employed to preserve quiet among so many per- 
sons, the old man taking a pencil wrote only— 
patience, patience, patience. 


———— 





MARRIED 
In Royalton, on the 7th ult. Mr. 
to Miss Hannah M. Parks. 

In Hartland, 15th inst. Albe Lull, Esq. to Miss Mary L. 
Cabot, both of that place. 

In Tunbridge, Mr. Eri Goodwin, to Miss Mary S. Buck. 
In Lowell, Mass. on the 11th inst. Benjamin F. Fellows, 
M. D. formerly of this place, to Mra. Lucy P. Joy, of Bos- 


j odolphus K. Dewey, 


on. 
In Middlebury, on the 20th ult. Mr. Putweas Lann. to 
Miss Poinura Firumore, of that village. 








ED, 
In Rochester, on the 10th inst. Harriet N. daughter ot 
Leonard Taylor, aged 4 years and 10 months. 
In Burlington, on the 19th ult. Mr. BEnsamix Butcuer, 
a revolutionary soldier, aged 99 years. On the 15th inst. Mr. 
Ammi Taylor, aged 26. Miss Betsey Bonette, aged 33. 

In Shelburn, on the Lith ult. widow — Stoxes, of Starks- 
boro, aged 63 years—a woman much esteemed by all who knew 
her. In Westford, on the 3d ult. Mrs. Jupitu Rosy, daugh- 
ter of Davil and Judith Sawyer, aged 34.——In Chelsea, on 
the 4th inst. Mrs. Lucy Huntington, wife of Mr. Hiram H., 
aged 67. Also, a daughter of Mr. Jonathan Smith, 2 years. 
Also, Dec. 1, Mr. John Wells, aged 65.——Capt. John Orcott, 
late merchant of Randolph, aged about 34.— Mrs. Sarah Hale, 
76. Mr. Josiah Winslow, aged 19, son of Dr. Thowas W. 

In Castleton, on the 28th of Nov. Deacon Sitras Hare, 
in the 82nd year of his age. 

At Burlington, Amos Howarp, aged 34. 

In Fairhaven, on the 15th inst. Hon. John P. Colburn, 
f} an Assistant Judge of the County Court, for the County of 
Rutland. 

In Bellows Falls, on the 15th inst. Mrs. Mary Burt, aged 
91, wife of Mr. Benjamin Burt, who survives her, at the 

















aged 80 years, 5 months and 14 days, after a protarcted 
, | illness of eight months. 
f| In Weathersfield, on the 30th ult. Mr. Henry Warren, 
son of Deac. Isaac Warren, aged 19 years. 
In Shrewsbury, on the Ist inst. Mrs. Sally Wheelock, 
wife of the late Joshua Wheelock, aged 61 years. 
t} == a = - 
LAWS OF VERMONT, 
Passed at the session of the Legislature, October, 1831. 
RA 
AN ACT, in addition to an act, entitled “an act, constituting 
Probate Courts, and defining their powers, and regulating the 
> settlement of testate and intestate estates, and the guardian- 
ship of minors and insane persons,” passed November 15th, 
i d eight hundred and twenty-one. 








one 

Sec. 1. It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of 
the State of Vermont, That the Probate Court of each Pro- 
bate district in this state, be, and hereby is authorised to em- 











t» sett and convey the real estate of any person who shall have 
died seized of any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, within 
this state, for the purpose of raising money to pay the debts and 
legacies of said deceased, in preference to selling personal es- 
tate, when it shall appear to the satisfaction of the court, that 
the creditors will not be injured thereby, and the widow and 
heirs to said estate, shall make application in writing to the 
probate court for the same, and no reason being shewn to 
the court, to the contrary,—Provided nevertheless, That the 
power herein granted, shall not be so exercised, as to defeat any 
zeneral or specific devise of lands, tenements or hereditaments, 
within this state, without the assent of the devisee or devisees. 

Sse. 2. It is hereby further enacted, That before any 
probate court shall grant licence to any executor or administra- 
wr to sell real estate, in preference to selling personal estate, 
said court shall cause notice of such application to be given to 
all persons concerned, in all respects, as is required by law, in 
other cases of application to probate courts for license to sell 
real estate. 

Passed Nov. 8. 1831. 

TIMOTHY MERRILL, 
Secretary of State. 





AN ACT, limiting the time for the collection of State and 
other taxes. 

Src. 1, tis hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the 
State of Vermont, That whenever any constable,or a collector of 
uny taxes within this state shall hereafter receive any rate or tax 

bill for collection, it shall be the duty of such constable or col- 
lector at the time of receiving such rate or tax bill, to endorse 
thereon the true day of the month and year when he received the 
same; which endorsement shall be signed by such constable or 
collector with his official name. 

Sxc. 2. It is hereby further enacted, ‘That any con- 
stable or collector of rates or taxes, within this State, who shall 
hereafter receive any rate or tax bill for collection, inst any 
person or persons, shall have power to enforee the collection of 
such rates or taxes, by distress, extent, arrests or otherwise, as 
is proved by law, at any time, during the three years, next suc- 
ceeding the time when such rate or tax bill shall be put into the 
hauds of such ble or coll as afuresaid, and not after- 
wards, any law, custom, usage of this State, to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

Sec. 3. Provided always, and it is hereby further enact- 
ed. ‘hat if any person, or persons, against whom any consta- 
ble or collector as aforesaid, shall, or may have any rate or tax, 
shall, at the time when such rate or tax bill was put intu the 
lauds of such constable or collector, reside without this state, 

cad shall not have known property or estate therein, liable by 
law, to distress or extent, for the payment of such rate or tax 
@gainst such person or pao or ifany person or persons, 
ayainst whom any constable or collector, as aforesaid, shall or 
may have any rate or tax, shall within one year, next after the 
‘ime when such rate or tax bill was put into the hands of such 
constable or collector, remove without this state, and shall not 
haye any known property or estate therein, liable by law, to dis- 
iress or extent, for the payment of such rate or tax against such 
person or persous, that then, and in every such case, such con- 
stable or collector shall have power, according to law, to enforce 
the collection of rates or taxes against any, or all persons so ab- 
sent or removing as aforesaid, at any time within three years, 
vest after such absent persons coming, or return into this state, 
and not afterwards. 

Passed Nov. 8, 1831. 





TIMOTHY MERRILL, 
Secretary of State. 





AN ACT, to encourage the destroying of bears within this 
State. 

Sac. 1. It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of 
the State of Vermont, That, if any person shall, hereafter, 
take, kill, and destroy, any grown bear within this state, he 
shall, receive out of the Treasury of this state, five dollars as a 
premivm for every such bear, and fur the cub of every bear, the 
sum of three dollars. 

Sec. 2. itis hereby further enacted, That it shall be the 

duty of the Treasurer of the State, to furnish each judge of the 
county courts, in the respective counties, within this state, with 
« number of printed blanks of a certificate, proper to be given 
in such ease. And every person who stall kill a bear or cub 
within this state, shall apply to a judge of the county court, with- 
io the county in which such bear or cub is killed, with the head 
{such bear or cub; and such judge shall strictly examine such 
werson or persons, ou oath or otherwise, when, where, and how, 
he or they, obtained such head, and whether the bear or cub, to 
which it belonged, was taken or killed within this state, and 
when such judge shall be satisfied thereof, he shall give a certifi- 
cate therefor by filling up and signing one of the aforesaid blanks; 
which certificate the ‘Treasurer of this state shall receive, and 
thereugon pay to the holder, the above premium, agreeably to 
the certificate given by such judge. 

Sec. 3. It is hereby further enacted, That if any person 
shall take any bear, or cub, out of any trap, yy to defraud 
the owners of such trap, of his, or their premium, he shall pay to 
the owner or owners of such trap, the sum of twenty dollars, for 
every bear or cub, so taken out as aforesaid, to be recovered 





with costs of prosecution, before any court of competent jurisdic- | 
tion. i 


the executors or administratorsof any testate or intestate,;  PassedNov. ® 1881. 





TIMOTHY MERRILL, 
: Secretary of State. 
AN ACT, aamay 1 line se the town of Belvidere 
town of Eden. 


Sec. 1. Itis hereby enacted by the General Assembly of 
the State of Vermont, That the divisional line between the 
town of Belvidere, in the of Franklin, and the town of 
Eden, in the County of Orleans, be, and hereby is, established 
on the westerly line, of the seventh range, or ther of lots, agree- 
ably to the allotments of said town of Belvidere, reckoning from 
the easterly line ofsaid Belvidere, according to its original char- 
tered limits ; and that all that part of ihe said town of Belvidere, 
lying easterly of said line, be, and hereby is annexed to suid 
town of Eden. 

Src. 2. Ris hereby further enacted, That the inhabitants 
who now do, or , reside on said » set off, as afore- 
said, shall be entitled to all the privi und immunities, which 
the other inhabitants of said town of Eden, do, or ought, by the 
constitution and laws of the State, to exercise and enjoy. 

Sec. 3. His hereby further enacted, That an act, enti- 
tled “an act, annexing a part uf the town of Belvidere to the 


town of Eden,”’ October the thirteenth, oue thousand 
— hundred twenty-eight, be, and the same is hereby re- 
aled 


Passed Nov. 8, 1831. 
TIMOTHY MERRILL, 
Secretary of State. 





AN AC'TT, making the necessary appropriations for the sup- 
port of Government, the present year. 

Sec. 1. tis hereby enacted by the General Assembly of 
the State of Vermont, That there be, and hereby is appropriat- 
ed, a sum, not exceeding fifty thousand dollars, for the purpose 
of paying the debenture of the Lt. Governor and Council, and 
the contingent expenses thereof, and the debenture of the Gener- 
al Assembly, and the contingent expenses thereof, and the de- 
benture of the Auditor of accounts against the state. 

See. 2. tis hereby further enacted, That a sum not ex- 
ceeding twenty thousand dollars be, and hereby is appropriated, 
for the purpose of paying such demands against the State, as 
a be allowed bythe Auditor of accounts against the State, 
: such orders as may be drawn by the Supreme or County 

ourt. 

Passed Nov. 9, 1831. 

TIMOTHY MERRILL, 
Secreiury of State. 





AN ACT, for the relief of bail in certain cases. 

Skc. 1 Mis hereby enacted by the General Assembly of 
the State of Vermont, That if any person, who may have ad 
made liable, upon any jail bond, by him signed, as surety for any 
prisoner, committed un execution, and shall have been obli 
to pay any sum, or sums, of money, by reason of any breach of 
such bond, which breach has been induced by reliance on any 
act of suepension, or other act of the Legislature of this state, 
passed for the special relief of such principal debtor, and which 
act shall have been adj unconstitutional and void, shall 
consider himself entitled to indemnity, from this state, and also, 
in all cases, where sheriffs or their deputies, shall have been suf- 
ferers, by such acts, it shall be lawful for such person to prefer 
his petition to the county court, of the county in which he or she 
resides, setting forth the grounds of said claim, and praying 
indemnity from the state, fur such sum, or sums, as he or she 
may have been compelled to pay as aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. Itis hereby further enacted, That notice of 
such application, or petition, shall first be given, by leaving with 
the state’s attorney, of said county. a true and attested copy of 
such petition, at least twelve days betore the session of said coun- 
ty court, to which said petition shall be returnable, and said pe- 
tition being duly served, and returned as aforesaid, it shall be 
the duty of said court to proceed to hear, try and determine said 
claim, and if said court shall be of opinion that such claim is le- 
gally, or in analogy to legal principles, or according to the prin- 
ciples of justice and equity, binding on this state, it shall Le the 
duty of the said court, so to adjudge. 

Sec. 3, It is hereby further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the State’s Attorney, for said county, to appear to, 
and defend the said suit, in behalf of this State; and in’case 
any question of law shall arise, on said trial r to be carried 
to the supreme court, for final adjudication, either party may 
file exceptions to the decision of said county court, thereon, and 
the same may be carried to said supreme court, in the usual man- 
ner asin other cases, and said supreme court shall adjudicate 
finally thereon. 

Sxc. 4. It is hereby further enacted, hat whenever 
the said county or supreme court, shall finally allow, any such 
claim or claims, it shall be the duty of the clerk of said court, to 
draw his order upon the Treasurer of this state, under the direc- 
tion of said court, in favor of such petitioner, fur sueli sum as 
shall be allowed him, and deliver the same to such pétitioner, 
and it is hereby made the duty of the said Treusurer to pay the 


same, 
Provided, That said court shall not allow interest on such 
claims, nor costs of prosecuticn. 


Paseed Nov. 9, 1891. 
TIMOTHY MERRILL, 
Secretary of State. 


ged | shall not of course, be pe stayed, hut ma 
der of said city court, shou! Sie be of 


















'» in addition to an act, entitled “an act, regulating 
* the conveyances of real estate, and for the prevention of frauda, 
therein,” passed March sixth, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety seven. 


Src. 1. Rishereby enacted bythe General Assembly of 
the Stateof Vermont, That when any party or parties, execut-- 
ing any deed or >. Con or , or or 
letters of attorney, in relation to real estate, situated within this 
State, shall be, or reside in any foreign state, province or king- 
dom, the acknowledgment thereof, may be made by such party 
or parties or the execation thereof may be proved by one of the 
subscribing witnesses thereto, before any minister, charges dey 
affairs, or consul of the United States, accredited within such 
state, province or kingdom, or before the mayor, or chief magis- 
trate, of the city or place, in, or near which, such party or par- 
ties, shall be, or reside ; or every such deed, conveyance or letter 
of attorney, may be acknowledged or proved, before any person 
specially authorized, for that particular purpose, under a com- 
mission from the Governor, or supreme court of this state ; and 
upon such acknowledgment, or proof being certified, under the 
hand and seal of the officer or person, taking the sane, suclt 
deeds, conveyances or letters of attorney, shall be admitted in 
evidence, the same as if they had been executed and taken in 
this state. 

Sec. 2. It is hereby further enacted, That whenever 
any feme covert, residing in any foreign state, province or kings 
dom, shall execute any , conveyance or letter of attorney, a- 
aforesaid, her acknowledgment thereof, and separate examina- 
tion, apart from her husband, shall be made before, and certifi- 
ed by, the same officers, or persons, as are authorized to take 
the acknowledgments of 's in foreign countries, in, and by 
the first section of this act. 

Passed Nov. 1, 1831. 

TIMOTHY MERRILL, 
Secretary of State. 





AN ACT, in addition to an act, entitled ‘an act for incorpo- 
rating a part of the towns of New Haven, Panton and Ferris- 
burgh,’’ passed October the twenty third, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty eight. 


Sec. 1. It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of 
the State of Vermont, That all appeals which are by law, now 
allowed from the judgment of the city court of the city of Ver- 
gennes, which shall be made to the then next stated session of 
the county court, within and for the county of Addison, any law 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 2. It is hereby further enacted, That all ques- 
tions of law arising upon jury trials, in said city court, and plac- 
ed upon the record, by agreement of the parties, or the allowance 
of any two of the jeigu, that shall attend the trial, may pass to 
the supreme court, of said Addison county, at their then next 
stated session, for said county for a final decision, but execution 
be stayed by or- 

inion that jus- 
tice requires such stay, in consideration of the difficulty and im- 
portance of the question depending, and when execution shall he 
stayed as aforesaid, and the judgment of the said city court shal! 
be affirmed by the supreme court, said supreme court shall rev- 
der judgment for the eum found by the court or jury, addi 
thereto, interest during such stay of execution, with additi 
cost, and award execution 


Sxc. 3. It is hereby further enaeted, That all ques- 
tions of law, decided by said city court, on the trial, or hearing 
of any cause, pending before such court, and placed upon the re- 
cord, by the agreement of the parties, or the allowance anil or- 
der of two of the judges of the city court, as afuresaid, may pais 
to the supreme court for their decision, the same as questionsof 
law arising on jury trials. 

Src. 4, It is hereby further enacted, That whenever 
any cause shall pass from the city court, to the supreme court a8 
aforesaid, the party claiming such exceptions, shall on or before, 
the opening of the court, on the second day of the term, to which 
said exceptions are made, with the clerk of said supreme 
court, authenticated copies, duly certified by the clerk of said 
city court, of all tt ey we of such court, in said city court; 
and it is hereby the duty of the clerk of said supreme court, 
to enter the same on the docket of said court, and the copies s 
returned, and entered on the docket of the said court, shall, to 
all intents be considered, and treated as criginal files, in sail 
Supreme Court. ‘ 

Sec. 5. It is hereby further enacted, That whenever 
any cause, cognizable before the said city court, shall have pass- 
ed to the supreme court, for their decision of any question of law, 
therein arising, as aforesaid, and the same shall hare been sent 
back from said supreme court, for trial, or asacesment of dam- 
ages, such city court may proceed to try and render judgments, 
in such action, and award execution thereon. 

Sec. 6. It is hereby further enacted, That in all cases 
where any cause may be sent back, by the said supreme court, 
to said city conrt, for trial, as afuresaid, it shall be the duty of 
the clerk, of said supreme court, immediately after such order or 
decision, to certify to the clerk of said city court, such decision 
of said supreme court, for the government and direction of said 
city court, in any future trial of said cause. 


Passed Nev. 9, 1831. 
TIMOTHY MERRILL, 
Seeretary of State. 
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